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AXIS OF EVIL MAPPING NEWSLETTER #1 OF 2023 – early January   

INTRODUCTION  

 The New Year of 2023 is beginning, and a fast review of the year just ended definitely shows that we ended 
the year in better shape than we started. It seems hard to believe, but it was only a year ago that Omicron entered 
our vocabulary as a new dreaded variant of Covid and threatened to undo all the efforts of 2021 to combat the terrible 
virus that had so severely affected the entire world. Fast forward to today, and Covid lockdowns and social distancing 
are largely in the past, thanks to widespread vaccination programs, except in China. Think back to last summer’s 
chaos at airports around the world, and it seems like a bad dream. Chaos is steadily being replaced by reasoned, 
logical thinking. Flying is returning to ‘normal’, and projections for 2023 indicate a travel industry that is expected to 
be reasonably robust. We still are not back to 2019 levels of international travel, but by the end of 2023, Africa, Asia, 
and South America should be much more ‘normal’ as travel destinations than they have been in 2022, and Europe 
should be crowded with visitors from all over the world. Even China has started the long road towards accepting that 
government decrees cannot overwhelm the intensity of Covid; only proper vaccinations can protect populations 
against this worldwide reality. What will 2023 bring? The war in Ukraine is spinning out of control with no end in sight, 
higher prices are here to stay, inflation is a sad reality, and politics remains as nonsensical as ever. Let’s concentrate 
on mapping! 

NEW TITLES 

 We could start the New Year with a flurry of new releases that seems quite heady, even to me, so some will 
be saved for February’s newsletter. For this month, we’ll limit ourselves to three brand new titles and two updates, 
which seems routine for ITMB, but is in reality a huge amount of work! What better way to begin than with a lovely 
map of Lisbon, combined with a new rendition of Portugal in a double-sided map? For those wanting to explore exotic 
Mexico over the summer, we are issuing our first-ever map of Mexico’s Gulf Coast region from Brownsville, Texas 
south and east to the Yucatan Peninsula along the eastern coast of Mexico. Finally, we have a new cruising map for 
Polynesia, in the Pacific, combined with a new map of Tahiti. Updated maps that have arrived from the printers include 
Bahamas and Nepal (finally). All are noted below in our New Releases section, with ordering information. More titles 
are expected in February. 

PRICE INCREASES 

Although I noted this in the last newsletter in early December, changes in pricing have now come 
into existence, albeit initially to European customers first. ITMB changed its pricing structure within both the 
EU and the UK markets. Effective January 1, 2023, the list price for ITMB maps has increased to E10.90 and 
10.90GBP for country and some regional maps and to E9.90/9.90GBP for most regional maps and city maps. 
We regret having to make this change, but it has been six years since we last changed prices, and costs 
have risen dramatically since 2015. 

COVID CONTINUES AND CHINA FALLS APART 

 We all hate hearing about Covid, because it would be so nice to pretend that it isn’t still a deadly disease. 
Unfortunately, the reality is that it is still prevalent in many parts of the world, and still killing thousands of Americans 
each and every month. Much of the developed world has reached levels of inoculation through available vaccines 
that continue to get better as time passes. However, the ‘developed’ world is less than 10% of the world’s population 
and travel to Africa, Asia, and Latin America continues to present concerns to a lot of potential travellers. China 
remains a huge problem area and is getting worse, not better. The government may have given up on its plan to bring 
Covid to zero, but the result of easing health restrictions, which were, admittedly, oppressive, has resulted in a huge 
upsurge in cases. As the Communist government refuses to be transparent, we don’t know how many cases there 
are in China, how many hospitals are inundated, or how many are dying. China remains a no-go area for now and 
governments around the world are speedily imposing Covid tests on everyone arriving from China. Russia is also a 
largely ignored problem area. The war with Ukraine is bad enough, but Covid remains rampant. Is there hope that 
things will get better in 2023? I remain skeptical. My prediction is that concerns about China will depress interest in 
travel to Asia generally, which is unfair, but the crowded living conditions of most Asian countries present challenges 
that we in the West scarcely understand. Hope for the best, but plan for the worst!  
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CURRENCY VALUATIONS 

 During the last half of 2022, the values of most currencies dropped in relation to the US dollar, which is the 
benchmark for all currencies. As there is little chance of financial stability returning to the marketplace during 2023, 
worldwide growth prospects seem rather pessimistic. This will, unfortunately, detrimentally depress travel for millions 
and impact the overall travel industry. Sadly, that means that selling maps becomes more challenging.  

The Canadian dollar actually gained in value for a while but followed the trend by year end to about .74US. 
The Pound Sterling plummeted alarmingly due to what can only be described as political turmoil within the UK caused 
by the then-Prime Minister, Boris Johnson refusing to resign and then abruptly resigning, leading to an extremely 
divisive selection of Elizabeth Truss to replace him. She was turfed herself very soon thereafter and replaced by her 
chief rival. This seems to have sorted out the country politically, and economically has resulted in the Pound regaining 
strength, rising a respectable 20c to the dollar during December. The Euro, which has seen its value drop dramatically 
since Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, fell for a while below 1.00us, but has now recovered about 5% of its va lue. This 
is all a reflection of geo-political turmoil brought about by dislocations caused by part of the world emerging from 
Covid, but not the rest, and by disruptions caused by Russia’s incredible on-going cruelty towards Ukraine.  

ENOUGH OF DOOM AND GLOOM 

 This is the beginning of a New Year. Let’s look at what does seem to be happening to encourage travel and 
the sale of maps. 2022 saw good growth in the sale of maps of North American destinations and of countries in 
Europe. I have noticed an upswing recently in sales of maps of Cuba and the Caribbean to North American customers 
and for African countries sold to European customers. Maps of Australasia destinations are also recovering nicely. 
Although Japan still seems nervous about incoming tourists, the country is opening up and sales of maps for that 
country are rapidly increasing in demand. The same could be said for maps of Vietnam and South Korea. At the 
moment, our best-selling title for Europe is Ukraine, but that can be understood as being non-travel related. For travel, 
Iceland and Scotland remain our most popular travel titles for Europe. The market for maps of Central America has 
increased significantly over the past three months, indicating to me that tourism is rebounding. Map sales of Costa 
Rica and Panama have been particularly robust. Map sales for South American destinations seem to be more muted. 
I suspect that this has more to do with political upheavals than to Covid. Brasil’s recent election may have seen a 
change towards normalcy, but the country is very divided politically and this makes travellers nervous. Peru’s 
incredible political turmoil makes travel to that country very iffy, and turmoil always spills over into affecting other 
countries. Venezuela is also in turmoil. As a result, I am not seeing strong sales of maps to any part of South America. 

 ITMB is always looking to the future. Where will people be travelling to in 2025; how fast will the cruise ship 
industry recover; what demand is there for adventure travel, for river cruises, or for parts of the world off the beaten 
track? In our emerging post-Covid world, long term planning seems impossible. For 2023, we intend to concentrate 
on new maps for both North America and Europe and updates for about 50 map titles that are probably going to run 
out during 2023. The work in progress, noted below, provides our best guess as to how new artwork is developing. 
We are still finding supply chain problems slowing down the arrival of maps sent to press but are doing our best to 
mitigate delivery times. As sales of existing titles are more volatile than pre-Covid, we have no way to predict the next 
sudden ‘hot’ area. We will be expanding our range of titles steadily through 2023 and we hope that new titles meet 
with market demand. Europe will figure large in our mapping plans for 2023. Our first-ever map of Lisbon comes out 
this month, and a new map of Southern Norway next month. Further down the line are detailed maps of Europe’s 
micro-states – Luxembourg, Liechtenstein, Monaco, Lithuania, and Kosovo, plus several new city plans. For North 
America, we will be releasing a brand-new map of the State of Hawaii, a new map of Route 66, and some new and 
more detailed state maps. We will also release fresh editions for countries in Africa, Asia, the South Pacific and Latin 
America. We have been creating new maps for 40 years now and it never ceases to amaze me how many exciting 
corners of the planet remain to be done. Hopefully, 2023 will see a few more interesting parts mapped! 

WORK IN PROGRESS - all sellers/librarians please note 

 ITMB, as of early January, 2023, has ample inventory of almost all of the titles traditionally carried as part of 
our publishing line. We ask for your understanding if a particular title happens to be unavailable in the short term.  
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Brussels, Belgium – We have started developing a new map of what is both the capital of a country and the seat of 
governance of the European Union. It is a historic and interesting city in its own right. No ETA. 

Burnaby/New Westminster/Coquitlam – Vancouver consists of a series of municipalities in close proximity to each 
other. ITMB has already mapped Vancouver City, Richmond, and the four Northshore municipalities, and is now in 
the process of preparing a map for what is known locally as the inner suburbs, which are so ‘inner’ that there is no 
gap between Vancouver City, Burnaby, New Westminster, and the tri-city Coquitlam area. No ETA. 

France Riviera/Mediterranean Coast – The south of France is very popular touristically, but it is traditionally divided 
into two parts – western Languedoc and eastern Provence (or Riviera). The distances involved are not great, so we 
are developing a double-sided map to show the entire coastal area. The line work has been completed, but the final 
touches will probably take another few months. No ETA. 

Ghent (in Belgium) – There is apparently a gap in the marketplace and no map of the city is currently available.  
Does this mean that Lan is adding Ghent to her long list of titles to do? Maybe. I’ll probably be the last to know, as 
usual. 

Greek Islands Cruising Map – The islands of the eastern Mediterranean are prime cruise ship ports of call. This will 
also provide a base for us for even more detailed mapping of individual islands in the future. No ETA. 

Halifax – I know that Lan is working on a brand-new map of the city of Halifax, in Nova Scotia, but I haven’t seen the 
artwork yet, so it is in progress, but not ready. 

Kosovo – Of Europe’s many attractive touristic destinations, Kosovo is one of the best-kept secrets. Since its break 
from Serbia, the country has stabilized and is gradually prospering, like Albania and Montenegro. It is time for a 
proper map of this country, to show everyone its assets! No ETA. 

Liechtenstein – That’s right, Lan is preparing a map of tiny Liechtenstein. Why? Because it is there. I discovered 
this as we were leaving Innsbruck en route to Frankfurt and she asked if we could go via Liechtenstein so she could 
take a cover picture. This was the first time I’d heard that she was working on a map. I’ve since proofed it, so it is 
almost ready to go to press. 

Lithuania – Does the world need a map of Lithuania? Of course, it does. Name a publishing company outside of the 
Baltics that publishes one. ITMB has maps of Estonia and Latvia, so why not Lithuania? Watch this space. 

Mallorca/Menorca/Ibiza – The Balearic Islands of the western Mediterranean are extremely developed for tourism, 
but also retain the charm that has made them popular since Roman times. No ETA. 

Monaco – Yes, Lan is working on a map of tiny Monaco. We were there last December, and she obviously thought 
that a map would be a good idea. I haven’t seen it yet, but I will, probably shortly before it goes to the printer. 

Mont Blanc – ITMB makes maps of mountains; did you know that? The Rocky Mountains, the Andes, the Himalayas, 
the peaks of the Balkans, the Alps, Mount Everest, Mount Fuji, and now, Mount Blanc are all ITMB maps. This one 
should be ready in the spring of 2023. 

Pacific Crest Trail Hiking Map – The west coast of North America has a marvelous long-distance hiking trail that is 
relatively unknown except to hikers. It would be more than most could want as a whole, but sections are easily 
available if one has a map; hence, this map. No ETA. 

Rhine River Cruising/Driving Map-The Rhine is one of the iconic rivers of Europe, with its many castles and 
attractive ports of call. At the moment, I do not know the parameters of the area being mapped, but it is an interesting 
title for development. Stay tuned! 

Russia – Despite the war, travel to Russia is still possible, albeit not as conveniently as prior to their invasion of 
Ukraine and the resultant sanctions. Regardless, in the long term, the world needs a map covering central/western 
Russia in detail, with a focus on the Golden Ring Heritage cities close to Moscow. The map will arrive during January. 
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Vancouver Topographic Map 92G6 & 7– We experience a steady demand for a proper topographical map covering 
the Northshore Mountains of Greater Vancouver. We ran out of inventory several months ago but have received such 
a demand from academic institutions that we are re-issuing the double-sided map in its updated digitized format. It 
should be released during January. 

NEW RELEASES JANUARY, 2023 

Bahamas Travel Reference Map 5th Ed. 2022 1:500,000 on waterproof paper ISBN 9781771291057 UPC 
817712910578 13.95cdn/us E10.95, 10.95GBP – This edition has been in circulation for the past three months but 
is being announced now simply because almost all copies of the previous edition will have sold by now. After all, this 
is a part of the world that doesn’t change much. The cover picture is a tad unusual, but tickled Lan’s sense of humour, 
being a swimming pig with a seagull on its back. Pigs may not fly, but obviously, they can swim. Is this pig merely 
cooling off in clear blue water, or is it valiantly trying to swim to America and become an asylum seeker? Regardless, 
this fifth edition of our popular travel map to the many Bahamian islands shows a wealth of accommodations, 
beaches, and points of interest. Inset maps of Nasau and Freeport detail the two largest cities, and a special inset of 
New Providence Island, the most popular tourist destination, shows resorts and attractions that make this island so 
popular. As usual, we include a Top Attractions list of the ‘must see’ destinations. AVAILABLE 

Lisbon & Portugal Travel Reference Map 1st Ed. 2023 1:10,000/1:600,000 on waterproof paper ISBN 
9781771294416 UPC 817712944160 $13,95cdn/us E9.95, 9.95GBP – The city of Lisbon is one of the most attractive 
in Europe. It is an ancient city, but most of its architecture dates from the Victorian era. It has a fascinating number 
of tram lines, and the trams tend to be an experience worth the trip. One graces our cover. There is no cheaper way 
to explore this city than to climb aboard and let the rails decide your destination! Coverage extends from the northern 
and western motorways to the southerly Rio Tejo and the national museum, so shows the city quite comprehensively. 
Almost half of the map area is of the massive Monsanto Park, one of the largest urban parks in the world. The reverse 
side is equally important, in that it presents our first-ever map dedicated to showing the charms of the entire country 
of Portugal. A bit of western Spain is included due to the unevenness of the border, but the map goes from the 
northernmost tipoff Castelo to the southernmost expanse of the Costa Do Algarve, showing touristic attractions, 
historic sites, beaches, museums, rail connections, and major parks. The map is printed on waterproof stone paper, 
a recent technological innovation that is gradually replacing plastic. AVAILABLE 

Mexico Gulf Coast Travel Reference Map 1st Ed. 2023 1:1,300,000 ISBN 9781771294829 UPC 
817712948298 $14.95cdn/us E10.95 10.95GBP – Mexico is an ever-popular travel destination. The country is so 
large that we started mapping it as a series of regional maps years ago. We started developing this map in 2019, 
then Covid intervened and forced us to delay. The Gulf Cost extends from Brownsville, Texas through Vera Cruz to 
the Yucatan Peninsula. Due to the shape of the region, all of Belize and about half of Guatemala is included, but the 
focus is on the many attractions of the eastern Gulf coast of Mexico. Side 1 cover the northern coastal regions, going 
inland as far as Monterrey, Zacatecas, Morelia, and Mexico City. Side 2 shows the Gulf Coast from Tampico to 
Carmen, then on to Merida, Cancun, and the southern tip of Belize. By the shape of this part of Mexico, the Pacific 
Coast, from the Guatemalan border westwards past Acapulco is also shown. All major roads are shown, but as 
passenger rail service was discontinued several years ago, we have opted to not show most rail lines. This is a map 
for explorers and adventurers to discover by driving. It covers all of historic Mexico and complements other ITMB 
maps detailing regions of a fascinating country, where the first word you learn is ‘Hola!’ AVAILABLE 

Nepal Travel Reference Map 4th Ed. 2022 1:500,000 on waterproof paper ISBN 9781771295765 UPC 
817712957658 $13.95cdn/us E10.95 10.95GBP – We delayed completing this map until now for two very good 
reasons. First, we were planning a trip to Nepal in the spring of 2020, just when China clamped down on arriving 
visitors and just before the worldwide pandemic was declared. The second reason was just as obvious; until recently, 
Nepal was not open for tourism. Now it is, and it is time to re-introduce the world to one of the most fascinating 
countries on Planet Earth. Side 1 covers western Nepal around Pokhara and has a detailed inset map of the Mount 
Everest area in an expanded scale. Side 2 covers the portion of the country from just west of the Annapurna Glacial 
region eastwards through Kathmandu to the eastern border A very detailed inset map of Kathmandu is included, as 
one of the Kathmandu Valley that surrounds the city. Basic road access from India is shown. It is not possible to enter 
from China. The map is printed on durable stone paper and is as up to date as we could make information under very 
trying circumstances. We still hope to visit next year. Nepal is a treasure! AVAILABLE 
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Patagonia Road/Rail Travel Reference Map 6th Ed. 2023 on waterproof paper ISBN 9781771296281 
817712962812 $14.95cdn/us E10.95 10.95GBP – Patagonia has changed dramatically in recent years. Argentina 
has finally invested in infrastructural improvements to make the region more accessible by paving roads, upgrading 
airports, building hospitals, encouraging tourism, and making exploration much more pleasant than when I first visited 
the region. By the shape of the southern third of South America, the map is best shown with the northern portion of 
Patagonia on one side and goes to the north of what is traditionally thought of as Patagonia to include the La Pampa 
region and Buenos Aires at the northernmost upper area of the map. As a result, all of Chile south of Conception is 
also shown. Highway 40, the ‘spinal cord’ of Patagonia, is now paved, or mostly so, making driving reasonably easy. 
There are rail lines in this northern region, and we have shown them, but I believe that all passenger service has 
been discontinued. The second side covers the Santa Cruz grasslands, the wonderful Chilean southern islands, and 
the very popular Tierra del Fuego portion of both countries. Most people do not realize that the Tierra region is an 
island, with access controlled by a Chilean ferry and border crossings into the Argentinian portion. Ushuaia, the most 
important city, is actually in the southern shore of the island, fronting on to the Beagle Channel. The southernmost 
point in South America is an island named after Hoorn, in old Holland, called Cape Horn in English. We even show 
the route tour boats use to get to Cape Horn from Ushuaia. The Falkland Islands are close enough to this southern 
tip of the continent to show on this map, and we have also included an expanded inset map to show the British colony 
in better detail. Just don’t try to get there from Argentina! We have also included a detailed inset map of Ushuaia, 
one of the few ever attempted. We have also included a Top Attractions list and numerous text blocks to portray this 
region to best advantage. The map is printed on plastic paper for durability and ease of use by backpackers and car 
users alike. We rented a car and drove 6,000 kms. In two weeks. Fascinating! AVAILABLE 

 

Well, was that enough to satisfy you for one month’s worth of new releases? Just wait until next month! 

 

 

 

NEW RELEASES, NOVEMBER AND TO EARLY DECEMBER, 2022 

Frankfurt/Central Germany Travel Reference Map 1st Ed. 2023, on waterproof stone paper 1:8,000/1:400,000 
ISBN 9781771292894 UPC 817712928948 $13.95cdn/us E9.95 9.95GBP – The historic city of Frankfurt started as 
a Roman city. The Romer (Roman, in English) central old town was the Roman encampment, and the current market 
square was the forum. We have been to Frankfurt many times, thanks to the annual book fair that is held there, and 
have long wanted to add the city to our range of European titles. The reverse side is extremely important, covering 
central Germany in detail. This is also one of the most-travelled parts of Europe, so we have created a new map 
showing all the touristic destinations from the Rhine to Leipzig and from Gottingen south to Wurzburg. AVAILABLE 

Hawaii Volcanoes National Park & Big Island Travel Reference Map 1st Ed. 2023 on waterproof stone paper 
1:85,000/1:200,000 ISBN 9781771293419 UPC 817712934192 S13.95cdn/us E10.95 10.95GBP – We didn’t 
suspect, when we started developing this title, that Mauna Loa Volcano would erupt as soon as our map of the 
national park was printed, but it did! It was on the news every night during December, and a marvelous touristic 
attraction. The national park occupies one side of the map and is the latest in ITMB’s series of national parks. By the 
nature of such parks, we show all the features and elevations, but in this case, we’ll add the proviso that heights and 
lava flows are changing the landscape on a daily basis. The reverse side of the sheet is a map of Big Island, where 
the park is located. Its name comes from being the largest island in area of all the Hawaiian archipelago. The map 
includes an inset of Hilo, the largest city on the island, located on a calm bay of the east coast, and a separate inset 
of Kailua-Kona on the west coast, which is also the focal point for surfing and resorts. AVAILABLE 
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Norway North and Central Travel Reference Map 1st Ed. 2023 1:800,000 ISBN 9781771295789 UPC 
817712957894 $13.95cdn/us E10.95 10.95GBP – Norway is one of the more interesting countries in Europe for 
travellers, in that it has wide open spaces and unusual Arctic scenery, particularly in the north. Because it is a rather 
long and narrow country, trying to portray it adequately on a single sheet results in a lack of scale adequate for 
showing touristic attractions. This map covers the northern portion of the country, from Trondheim to Nordkapp and 
from the North Atlantic to the Russian border. Most noticeably, the rail lines leading to Trondheim and north to Bodo 
are clearly shown. The reverse side shows the rail line to Narvik coming in from Sweden, and all roads and towns 
north to the Arctic Ocean and east to the Russian border. AVAILABLE 

Qatar and Bahrain, Travel Reference Map 2nd Ed. 2023, 1:300,000/1:115,000 with insets of Doha and Manama, 
on waterproof stone paper ISBN 9781771296441 UPC 817712964410 $13.95cdn/us E10.95 10.95GBP – The 
northern portion of the United Arab Emirates consists of a small peninsula (Qatar) and an island (Bahrain). Although 
these countries are not geographically significant in relation to their neighbours, they are enormously wealthy, thanks 
to oil, and have aspirations of grandeur. Qatar hosted the FIFA World Cup of soccer in November. This is significant. 
Qatar, as a destination country, is now ‘on the map’. Its capital, Doha, is quite well developed, with three Metro 
subway lines, motorways, and a sophisticated city centre dominated by superb high-rise architecture. Just to the 
west, the island of Bahrain is just as wealthy, and just as likely to have ornate architecture, luxurious shopping 
arcades, and an extravagant lifestyle. Its capital, Manama, is growing very quickly, with large tracts of land being 
created out of shallow offshore sea areas. It also has Al Mukharqa, the fabulous old town, which is a market souk of 
narrow roadways to dream for. AVAILABLE 

NEW RELEASES OCTOBER, 2022 

Andes Travel Reference Map 2nd Ed. 2022 1:3,000,000 ISBN 9781771290296 UPC 817712902962 $13.95cdn/us 
E10.95 10.95GBP - AVAILABLE 

Florence/Italy Northeast Travel Reference Map 1st Ed. 2023 1:5,000/1:600,000 on waterproof paper ISBN 
9781771292870 UPC 817712928702 $13.95cdn/us E10.95 10.95GBP AVAILABLE 

Galapagos Islands, with Quito and Guayaquil, Travel Reference Map 9th Ed. 2022 1:350,000/1:12,400 and 
1:10,000 ISBN 9781771293204 UPC 817712932044 $13.95cdn/us E10.95 10.95GBP – AVAILABLE 

Seychelles/Indian Ocean Travel Reference Map 1st Ed. 2023 1:45,000/1:10,000,000 on waterproof paper ISBN 
9781771297288 UPC 817712972880 $13.95cdn/us E10.95 10.95GBP – AVAILABLE 

Spain Mediterranean Coast Travel Reference Map 1st Ed. 2023 1:650,000 ISBN 9781771297318 UPC 
817712973184 S13.95cdn/us E10.95 10.95GBP – AVAILABLE 

Tasmania/Victoria Travel Reference Map 1st Ed. 2023 1:800,000/1:1,800,000 ISBN 9781771298032 UPC 
817712980328 $13.95 cdn/us E10.95 10.95GBP - AVAILABLE 

Uganda Travel Reference Map 7th Ed. 1922 1:600,000 on waterproof stone paper ISBN 9781771298520 UPC 
817712985200 $13.95cdn/us E10.95 10.95GBP – AVAILABLE 

 


